
Rosa Bonheur Notes 
 

Ploughing in the Nivernais was first exhibited at the Salon of 1848, and 

is now in the Musée d’Orsay in Paris.  

The Horse Fair was exhibited at the Salon of 1853 (finished in 1855) and is 

now in the Metropolitan Museum of Art, in New York City.  
 
Due to a tendency in to locate Bonheur as a proto-Feminist and as a pivotal 

figure for Queer theory, she is perhaps most famous today because she was known 
for wearing men's clothing, smoking and living together with women. She lived for 

over forty years with her childhood friend Nathalie Micas. In the final year of her life 
she became close with Anna Klumpke, the author of her "autobiography". 
  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paris
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Salon_(Paris)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anna_Elizabeth_Klumpke


 

Photograph at Buffalo Bill’s Headquarters, Paris, 1889 

 

 

  

Rosa Bonheur 



 
 



 

Rosa Bonheur, c. 1895-99 
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Engraving of the Artist’s Paris Studio 
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